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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - May 23, 2012
Call + Response Brings New Twist to Writer and Artist Pairing 

Third installment of annual art show gives writers a chance to re-respond to artworks 
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Call + Response (www.callandresponsedc.org), the art exhibition that pairs writers and artists, is returning to Hamiltonian Gallery for a third installment opening June 2, 2012. Five award-winning writers and five visual artists from Washington, D.C., and Baltimore have paired to create artworks that resonate with each other. For the first time, this year's writers will view the artworks prior to the show's opening and respond, possibly through creation, revision, or reflection, to the responses.
The show will run from June 2 until June 16, 2012, at Hamiltonian Gallery (1353 U St, NW, www.hamiltoniangallery.com). An opening reception will be held on Saturday, June 2, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. It will be preceded by a panel discussion starting at 6 p.m. DC brewery Chocolate City Beer will provide complimentary beverages at the opening.
Call + Response is based on the theme of “call and response,” a succession of two distinct phrases played by different musicians in which the second phrase comments on or responds to the first.  In each pairing, the writer provides the “call” in the form of a piece of short fiction or poetry. The visual artist creates the “response” after reading the call.  The result is paired works that resonate with each other, building a bridge between two distinct but fertile communities.  The proximity of the works, which are displayed together, invites comparison, connection, and juxtaposition.

One pairing matches Danielle Evans, the author of the short-story collection Before You Suffocate Your Own Fool Self, with artist Lisa Marie Thalhammer. Evans was a co-winner of the 2011 PEN American Robert W. Bingham Prize for a first book, a National Book Foundation 5 under 35 selection, the winner of the 2011 Paterson Prize for Fiction and the 2011 Hurston-Wright Award for fiction, and an an honorable mention for the 2011 PEN/Hemingway award. Her work has appeared in magazines including The Paris Review, A Public Space, Callaloo, and Phoebe, has been anthologized in The Best American Short Stories 2008 and 2010, and in New Stories from the South. She teaches literature and creative writing at American University in Washington, DC.
With her bold use of color and exaggerated, geometric portraiture, Lisa Marie Thalhammer creates artwork that engages the viewer on a visceral, nearly tangible level. The majority of her work focuses on the female form with distorted proportions that challenge conventional ideas of the empowered, modern woman. Her figures’ expressive eyes, angular jawline and limbs, posed with masculine objects, combine to convey the sharp, tough femininity of her characters. She has appeared on the cover of the Washington Blade and recently received a Ponies Choice Award for Best Visual Artist, voted on by the public readers of Brightest Young Things.

The other pairings include:

· Kyle Dargan (poetry) and Mia Feuer (sculpture)

· Michael Kimball (fiction) and Trevor Young (painting)

· Reb Livingston (poetry) and Matthew Mann (painting)

· Amber Sparks (fiction) and YAY Team (video)
Previous Call + Response shows have received coverage and positive reviews from the Washington Post, City Paper, NPR’s Art Beat, Roll Call, Brightest Young Things. The collaboration between curators William John Bert and Kira Wisnewski and Hamiltonian Gallery. “All the participants this year are currently based in the area and it just goes to show how much talent exists right in our backyard,” says Wisniewski.

“Giving the writers a chance to respond in some way seemed like a natural next step,” says Bert. “Each year, we’ve been asked if the writers would ever be responding to the artworks. This year, we wanted to make that happen. The pairing flows both ways.”

“As the Call + Response project has evolved over the past few years, the formula for which the artists and writers collaborate has become increasingly layered and rich, and the collaborators become more entwined,” says Hamiltonian Gallery Director Jacqueline Ionita.

For participant bios and more information, please visit http://www.callandresponsedc.org.
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